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San  Francisco,  July  7  th,  1856. 


Rev.  Horace  Bushnell,  D.  D. 


Dear  Sir  : — The  undersigned  having  heard  with  great  satisfaction, 
the  Sermon  preached  by  you  on  Sunday  evening,  the  6th  inst.,  at  the  First  Congregational  Church  in 
this  city,  on  the  occasion  of  the  installation  of  the  Rev.  E.  S.  Lacy  ;  and  believing  that  a  right  un. 
derstanding  and  acceptance  of  the  principles  advanced,  are  intimately  connected  with  the  permanent 
and  moral  advancement  of  the  City  and  State,  and  that  the  publication  of  the  discourse  in  a  permanent 
form  would  be  highly  useful,  respectfully  request  of  you  a  copy  of  the  same  for  that  purpose. 

We  are,  respectfully, 


Your  obedient  servants  ; 

Jonathan  Hunt, 
Wm.  J.  Shaw, 
Edward  P.  Flint, 
Jos.  Kingsbury, 
Annis  Merrill, 


S.  P.  Webb, 
F.  M.  Haight, 
Ira  P.  Rankin, 
Henry  F.  Dana, 
A.  B.  Forbes. 


San  Francisco,  July  10th,  1856. 


Messrs.  Hunt,  Shaw,  Flint,  and  others. 


Gentlemen  : — I  submit  to  your  judgment  as  respects  the  probable 
utility  of  my  sermon  in  a  printed  form,  and  surrender  it  herewith  for  publication. 

With  great  respect,  I  am  yours, 

Horace  Bushnell. 
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.Jeremiah  1  :  10— "See  I  have  this  day  set  thee  over  the  nations,  and  over  the  kingdoms,  to  root 
out,   and  to  pull  down,  and  to  destroy,  and  to  throw  down,  to  build  and  to  plant." 


Of  what  great  kingdom  or  conqueror  is  this  spoken?  Is  it 
of  Babylon,  called  by  this  prophet  the  hammer  of  the  whole  earth  ? 
Is  it  of  Alexander,  Caesar,  Tamerlane,  Napoleon,  raised  up  in 
their  time  as  flails  of  wrath  wherewith  God  will  thresh  the 
nations  ?  None  of  these.  No,  it  is  of  and  to  the  prophet  himself) 
a  simple,  inoffensive,  generally  afflicted,  often  lacrymose,  always 
faithful  teacher  of  Israel.  These  words  are  the  words  of  his  di- 
vine call  and  commission.  When  the  word  of  the  Lord  comes  to 
him  he  says,  "  Ah  Lord  God  I  cannot  speak,  for  I  am  a  child." 
But  the  Lord  said  unto  him,  "  Say  not  I  am  a  child  ;  for  what- 
soever I  command  thee  thou  shalt  speak.  See,  I  have  this  day  set 
thee  over  the  nations  and  over  the  kingdoms,  to  root  out  and  to 
pull  down,  and  to  destroy,  and  to  throw  down,  to  build  and  to 
plant."  Neither  let  it  be  imagined  that  he  is  thus  set  over 
nations  and  kingdoms,  simply  in  the  sense  that  he  is  to  prophecy 
their  fall.  He  is  to  be  the  vehicle,  as  it  were,  of  God's  judgments. 
It  will  be  observed,  that  he  is  also  to  build  and  to  plant,  and  it  is 
not  by  merely  foretelling  something  that  any  such  work  can  be 
done.  The  prophets  were  not  merely  foretellers,  according  to 
the  vulgar  impression,  but  they  were  the  inspiring,  quickening 
ministers  of  God's  truth,  the  teachers  and  preachers  of  their  times, 
educated  in  schools  for  this  purpose.  The  priesthood  represented 
the  ceremonial  function  of  their  religion,  they  the  illuminative 
and   pastoral   function.     One  had  the  power  of  a  drill  practice, 
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the  other  of  a  divinely  governing  oracle,  for  it  was  their  office  to 
stand  between  God  and  men  and  be  his  voice  unto  them.  Shown 
to  be  sons  of  God  by  a  clear  illumination,  having  the  radiance  of 
the  shekinah  visibly  upon  them,  kings  trembled  and  the  people 
quailed  at  their  word.  It  was  as  if  they  had  in  their  person 
power  to  kill  and  to  make  alive.  To  root  out  and  pull  down 
and  destroy,  to  build  and  to  plant  were  their  sublime  prerogative. 
They  represented,  in  fact,  the  divine  side  of  society  and  history  and 
all  the  determining  causes  grouped  under  the  word  religion. 
We  are  therefore,  always  to  see,  in  the  power  they  exerted,  this 
great  fact  or  principle  :  that  religion  is  the  arbiter  of  states 
and  nations  ;  rooting  out,  pulling  down,  destroying,  what  is  op- 
posite to  God  ;  planting  and  building  and  so  erecting  into  social 
beauty  and  establishing  in  virtue  and  happiness  with  God  ;  which 
latter  more  especially  will  be  the  subject  of  my  discourse  on  the 
present  occasion. 

It  would  be  far  more  agreeable  to  me,  and,  in  any  ordinary 
time,  far  more  suitable  to  the  public  installation  of  a  Christian 
pastor,  to  speak  on  some  subject  that  relates  more  immediate- 
ly to  the  Gospel  as  a  word  of  personal  salvation.  But  I  find 
your  community  and  state,  so  thoroughly  pre-occupied  and  so 
intensely  moved,  just  now,  by  matters  of  society  and  municipal 
order,  that  I  could  hardly  hope  to  get  more  than .  a  hearing  by 
courtesy,  for  anything  I  might  say  about  the  Christian  spiritu- 
alities. I  propose  then  a  subject  to  which  you  can  be  *expected 
to  yield  an  earnest  hearing,  and  hope  to  manage  it  in  such  a  man- 
ner as  to  produce  a  more  serious,  and  really  more  valuable  im- 
pression than  I  could  by   any  other. 

Occupied  mainly  by  the  planting  and  building  side  of  my  text, 
I  shall  undertake  to  show  that  true  religion,  including  the  pulpit 
and  the  church,  is  the  only  sufficient  spring  of  civil  order  and  social 
happiness. 

I  mean  by  this  to  say,  that  the  strength  and  greatness  of  states, 
whether  imperial  or  popular,  depend  on  religious  foundations  in 
the  character  of  the  people  and  that  without  these,  they  must  in- 
evitably break  down,  at  last,  into  anarchy  and  irredeemable  bar- 
barism.  No  physical  resources  or  qualities,  such  as  bravery  in  the 


men,  advantages  of  trade,  fertility  of  soil,  mines  of  gold  in  the 
hills — none  of  these  will  feed  the  greatness  or  uphold  the 
stability  of  a  state.  Nor  when  it  is  seen  to  be  sinking  under  the 
load  of  its  moral  corruptions  and  becoming  a  prey  to  the  vio- 
lence and  wickedness  of  faction,  will  any  mere  sally  of  force  suf- 
fice, by  itself,  to  rescue  it  from  its  fall.  I  do  not  say,  observe, 
that  religion  forbids  all  forcible  remedies.  It  can  root  out  and 
pull  down  and  destroy,  as  well  as  plant  and  build.  Religion  is 
practical,  and  when  a  rough  work  needs  to  be  done,  it  has  the 
nerve  to  do  it.  If  the  government  has  become  an  organization 
of  plunder  and  oppression,  it  will  rise  up,  in  God's  name,  and 
tear  it  down,  by  what  we  call  a  civil  revolution.  If  it  has  come 
into  the  hands  of  a  wicked  conspiracy  and  usurpation,  and  there 
is  no  legal  redress,  it  will  put  a  hook  of  the  Almighty  in  the  jaw 
of  that  usurpation,  and  drag  it  out.  When  and  how  such  reme- 
dies are  to  be  applied,  I  leave  to  others.  I  only  say,  carefully 
avoiding  all  inteference  with  questions  now  at  issue  in  this  com- 
munity, that  without  pulpits,  churches,  holy  times,  a  living  and 
diffusive  piety,  and  all  the  renovating  and  conserving  powers  of  a 
true  Gospel,  all  such  violent  remedies  contributed  by  fits  of  pas- 
sions, or  sallies  of  patriotic  concert,  will  be  only  attempts  to  sweep 
out  the  sea  with  a  broom.  There  is  this  immense  difference  on  the 
side  of  religion,  when  it  becomes  a  destroyer,  that  it  never  pulls 
down  or  destroys,  except  in  a  way  to  build  ;  actuated  always  by 
beneficent  principles  and  aims  that  make  destruction  itself  an 
organific  power.  There  has  never  been  a  really  Christian  upris- 
ing, or  revolution  in  the  world,  that  has  not  been  a  planting  and 
building  power  in  its  very  work  of  destruction.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  a  fact  only  the  more  remarkable,  that  there  has  never, 
in  all  known  history,  been  a  bursting  up  of  mere  will,  or  passion, 
or  atheistic  Jacobinism  that  has  planted  anything,  or  given  or- 
ganic life  to  any  new  social  condition.  Cromwell  drives  his  chari- 
ot of  the  Lord  over  king  and  parliament  and  leaves  no  vestige 
of  legitimacy  standing;  but  he  brings  in  great  creative  princi- 
ples and  leads  on  after  him,  still,  a  new  king  and  parliament, 
with  new  laws  and  liberties,  to  be  himself  acknowledged,  in  all 
future  time,  as  the  regenerator  of  his  country.  The  French  Revo- 
lution, on   the   other  hand,    overturns   everything  to   establish 
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nothing  and  to  leave  a  naked  desolation  ;  which  was  all  that 
atheism,  in  full  ascendancy,  could  do.  The  Puritan  emigration, 
again,  came  over  to  the  new  world  only  to  plant  and  to  build, 
having  faith  in  God  that  it  might,  under  him,  establish  here  a  new 
commonwealth  of  truth  and  liberty.  In  due  time,  it  was  found 
that  the  planting  itself  required  a  grand  rooting  out  also,  and  by 
eight  years  of  sturdy  warfare  in  the  field  it  was  done.  Where- 
upon, now  that  civil  independence  achieved,  had  made  room  for 
the  building  force  to  work  its  own  good  will,  behold  the  Federal 
Constitution  going  up,  to  be  the  enduring  frame  of  organized 
liberty,  and  a  sight  of  joy  in  the  eyes  of  all  mankind.  But  when 
the  splendid  Greeks  of  old  overturned  the  government  by  force, 
and  expelled  the  thirty  tyrants,  what  stable  frame  of  order  did  they 
build  ?  What  better  did  the  Greeks  of  yesterday,  when  they  shook 
off  their  Turkish  masters  ?  So  it  will  be  seen,  universally,  that 
whenever  a  religious  or  Christian  people  resort  to  force,  it  will 
be  to  plant  something,  and  something  will  be  planted  ;  for  there 
is  a  creative  virtue  in  their  religion  that  cannot  rest  in  a  desola- 
tion, but  destroys  only  to  make  room  for  creation.  And  so  again, 
universally,  of  all  that  rioting  for  justice  and  liberty,  which  is  the 
froth  of  unbelief  and  vice  and  mere  natural  passion, — it  organizes 
nothing  ;  it  only  expels  one  devil  to  make  room  for  seven  that  are 
worse  to  enter  in.  There  is  no  hope  for  any  people  or  state 
without  religion,  least  of  all,  for  any  people  or  state  who  must 
govern  themselves  and  take  their  fortune  as  the  shadow  of  their 
character. 

If  this  be  a  truth,  it  is  certainly  a  truth  important  to  be  seen, 
and  you  will  never  see  it  with  a  more  just  impression  of  its 
meaning,  than  when  you  are  girt  about,  as  now,  with  the  tre- 
mendous perils  of  a  crisis  that  puts  your  laws  and  lives  in  jeopar- 
dy. Suffer  no  such  thought  as  that,  when  this  crisis  is  over,  you 
will  settle,  at  once,  into  courses  of  permanent  order  and,  from 
that  time  forth,  be  a  stable  and  happy  community.  Saying  noth- 
ing of  first  principles  taught  by  your  religion,  a  merely  rational 
sobriety  should  exclude  any  so  great  folly.  You  will  settle 
into  order  as  you  gravitate  towards  God  and  Christ,  not  other- 
wise. You  will  get  the  rewards  of  virtue,  when  you  have  the 
virtue  to  be  rewarded,  not  before. 
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But  I  am  getting  before  my  subject.  We  come  to  the  princi- 
ple or  fact  to  be  established.  To  say,  that  true  religion  is  the 
only  sufficient  basis  of  social  order  and  happiness,  is  doubtless  a 
very  reverent  compliment  to  it,  such  as  some  are  bound  to  pay, 
just  because  it  is  religion.  Still  it  will  have  a  sound  none  the  less 
hollow  to  many,  and  will  seem  to  be  only  a  kind  of  cant  set  up 
by  religious  people  that  has  no  connection  with  terms  of  rational 
evidence.  Besides,  they  will  toss  it  aside  with  the  greater  facility 
that  it  plainly  does  not  square  with  certain  assumptions  that  are 
in  fact  a  real  cant  of  their  own. 

Is  it  not  one  of  the  excellent  modern  discoveries,  they  will  ask, 
that  church  and  state  should  be  separate  ?  What  then  has  reli- 
gion to  do  with  the  state  ?  The  very  wide  chasm  they  leap  in  that 
kind  of  inference  they  do  not  see.  Is  there  no  connection  of  de- 
pendence between  the  family,  or  family  virtue,  and  the  state,  be- 
cause there  is  no  legal  and  constitutional  union?  And  as  one  state, 
the  Spartan,  undertaking  to  have  no  families,  and  training  the 
children  at  the  public  tables,  was  able  to  create  no  art  or  orna- 
ment, to  furnish  no  great  philosopher,  statesman,  or  speaker,  be- 
coming, even  amid  the  splendor  of  Greece,  nothing  better  than  a 
nest  of  hornets,  or  a  den  of  lions,  so  too,  it  may  finally  be  found 
that  a  state  separated  from  religion,  as  well  as  from  the  church, 
had,  in  fact,  some  dependence  on  it.  When  the  social  inventory 
of  its  history  comes  to  be  made  up  of  patent  ballot-boxes,  pistols, 
bowie-knives,  cork-screws,  and  coffins  interspersed  here  and  there 
with  a  treatment  of  halter  practice,  it  will  be  strange  if  some 
few  do  not  begin  to  suspect  that  a  state,  separated  from  the  church, 
even  the  more  stringently  needs  religion. 

But  there  is  another  style  of  objection  that  takes  on  the  airs 
of  philosophy.  Is  there  not  a  natural  law  of  progress  in  society  ? 
By  what  right  then  do  we  claim  that  nothing  but  religion  can 
establish  a  happy  state  of  society  and  civil  order,  when  it  is 
known  to  be  a  fact  that  such  a  result  can  be  and  must  be  reached 
by  the  natural  progress  of  the  race  ?  To  this  I  have  only  to  an- 
swer that  this  doctrine  of  natural  progress  is  no  real  truth,  but 
only  a  glimmer  of  literary  moonshine,  just  now  taken  by  its  cre- 
dulous admirers  for   the   day.     If   all   men  are  in  this  law  of 

natural  progress,  whence  comes  it  that  we  have  so  many  savage 
i  * 
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races  ?  For  a  savage  race  is,  by  the  accepted  definition,  one  that 
lives  without  progress,  or  has  fallen  below  the  capacity  of  pro- 
gress. If  these  races  once  had  a  higher  position,  which  I  believe, 
and  have  lost  it,  then  they  are  examples  of  retrocession.  If  they 
had  not,  but  always  existed  at  their  present  low  point,  then 
what  law  of  progress  is  it  in  them  which  has  had  full  play  for  so 
many  thousands  of  years,  and  has  not  yet  set  them  forward  even 
by  one  inch  of  advancement  and,  as  any  one  can  see  at  a  glance, 
never  will  ?  Besides,  what  vast  majorities  of  the  human  race  are 
seen  by  their  monuments  and  other  historic  evidences  to  be  actu- 
ally running  down.  What  has  become  of  the  famous  civilizations 
of  Cyrus,  and  of  Babylon  ?  By  what  law  of  progress  have  the 
Egyptian,  the  Etruscan  and  the  Roman  races  disappeared  or  fallen 
out  of  history  ?  What  law  of  progress  do  we  discover  when 
we  set  the  feeble  Incas  and  Aztecs  by  the  side  of  their  ancient 
monuments  ?  The  Chinese,  what  are  they  but  a  race  dwarfed  by 
their  institutions,  and  dying  out  of  their  own  civilization  ?  And 
the  immense  hordes  of  Tartary  and  Southern  India,  followers  of 
Buddh  and  Bramah — whence  does  it  come  that  their  religions  give 
to  the  scholar  such  tokens  of  a  profoundly  intellectual  origin,  while 
they  themselves  are  as  ignorant  of  their  significance,  as  incapable 
of  ascending  into  their  high  contemplations,  as  they  are  into  the 
teachings  of  Plato  or  the  doctrines  of  Christ  ?  And  what  shall  we 
say  of  the  Mohammedan  races — what  progress  have  they  made 
since  their  day  of  power,  when  Europe  heard  them  with  conster- 
nation thundering  at  her  eastern  gates,  or  since  the  glorious 
time  when  the  Arabic  literature  was  the  only  flower  of  intelligence 
left  blooming  in  the  world  ?  How  large  a  part  of  the  world  have 
we  gone  over  now  in  these  brief  questions,  and  where  is  the  pro- 
gress ?  If  progress  be  the  natural  law  of  society,  what  mean 
these  savage  and  visibly  decadent  races  covering  five-sixths  of  the 
globe  ?  The  only  rational  conclusion  is  that  no  such  law  exists. 
I  do  not  deny  that  the  Christian  nations  are  in  a  law  of  pro- 
gress, just  so  far  as  they  are  in  the  power  of  Christ,  and  they  are 
in  such  progress  for  the  manifest  reason  that  this  power  of  Christ 
is  a  power  supernatural.  But  apart  from  this,  the  mere  natural 
law  of  society  is  a  law  of  retrogradation  just  as  we  see  it  to  be 
with  our  eyes.     And  it  should  be  so  even  theoretically  ;  for  if  sin 
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be  a  fact,  then  by  the  inevitable  laws  of  retribution,  which  are 
set  in  us  and  the  world,  disorder  must  be  a  fact  •  and  then,  since 
disorder  cannot  mend  itself  by  its  own  causative  action,  but  can 
only  propagate  and  multiply  disorder,  we  find  a  law  of  sin  and 
death  plunging  the  race  inevitably  downward,  until  it  is  met  by 
some  force  supernatural,  bringing  deliverance.  There  might  have 
been  a  progress  in  the  world,  on  the  basis  of  mere  nature,  and  there 
would  have  been  but  for  the  fact  of  sin.  But  sin  is  against  na- 
ture, a  breach  of  nature's  original  order  and  harmony.  Hence- 
forth nature  is  like  an  eye  fretted  by  a  grain  of  sand.  It  is  still 
the  same  organ,  having  all  its  parts  and  functions,  but  an  organ 
of  pain  rather  than  of  sight.  And  just  so  the  whole  creation, 
called  nature,  groaneth  and  travaileth  in  pain  together,  waiting 
for  the  redemption. 

And  the  redemption  is  Christ,  a  being  supernatural,  descended 
into  nature  from  above  nature,  a  being  sinless  and  perfect,  a  celes- 
tial beauty  surpassing  all  ideals  of  men,  a  manifestation  of  the 
love  of  God,  the  life  and  mighty  power  of  God,  the  regenerator 
and  redeemer  of  sinners.  He  has  come  into  the  world  under  sin, 
bringing  nigh  all  the  transcendent  affinities  of  heaven  to  attract 
and  assimilate  us  thereto.  In  whatever  people  or  state  therefore 
he  lives,  the  glorious  and  supernatural  kingdom  of  God  is  plant- 
ed, and  there,  just  there  and  nowhere  else,  is  there  any  such  thing 
as  a  law  of -progress.  And  where  this  power  of  Christ  decays  or 
dies  out,  as  in  Spain  or  Mexico,  or  among  the  Dutch  boors  of 
Southern  Africa,  there  you  will  forthwith  begin  to  see,  in  their 
sad  decline,  what  mere  nature  can  do,  or  what  kind  of  progress 
maintain.  What  indeed  are  these  same  boors  but  a  race  of  modern 
barbarians  under  the  name  of  John  Calvin  and  the  synod  of  Dort  ? 
There  is  no  law  of  progress  that  will  not  show  their  counterpart, 
under  like  conditions,  in  California,  or  in  any  other  American 
state.  Leave  out  Jesus  Christ  as  a  power  of  regenerating  life 
in  the  Christian  nations,  and  all  the  fine  things  we  hear  of  the 
natural  laws  of  progress  in  humanity  would  be  silent  as  the  tomb 
of  Nimrod. 

Having  cleared  these  negative  points  that  cause  so  many  per- 
sons  in  our  times  to  drop  out  the  conviction,  or  it  may  be  even 
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to  deny  and  ridicule  the  opinion  that  civil  society  is  a  necessary 

planting  of  religion,  let  us  next  inquire  what  ground  Christianity 

itself  assumes  concerning  its  own  work  and  office  in  this  respect. 

In  the  word  of  prophecy  going  before  the  Messiah,  it  calls  on  all 

kings  and  judges  of  the  earth  to  make  their  peace  with  him,  and 

submit  to  his  dominion,  before  his  wrath  is  kindled.    It  represents 

the  holy  government  of  the  world  as  declaring  that  it  will  go  on  to 

root  out  and  destroy,  to  overturn,  overturn,  overturn  it,  until  he 

come  whose  right  it  is.     And  then,   when  he  comes,  it  declares 

that  all  kings  shall  fall  down  before  him,  and  all  nations  serve 

him  ;  showing  too,  how  the  wolf  and  the  lamb,  the  leopard  and  the 

kid,  the  calf  and  the  young  lion,  all  savage  and  venomous,  all 

fierce  and  gentle  natures,  coalescing  in  harmony,  shall  lie  down 

peacefully  together  ;  and  by  that  sign  or  figure  setting  forth  a 

state  of  universal  order  and  peace  among  men,  it  declares  the 

glorious  consummation — "  They  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all 

my  holy  mountain  ;  for  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge 

of  the  Lord  as  the  waters  cover  the  sea."     Accordingly,  when 

Mary   triumphs  in  her  song,   she   sees   the  proud  scattered,  the 

mighty  put  down,  the   lowly  exalted,   the  hungry  fed,  and  the 

equilibrium  of  society  restored,  so  as  to  inaugurate  finally  a  day 

of  complete  justice  and  peace,  when  all    people    shall  call  her 

blessed.     When  Christ,  therefore,  begins  his  ministry,  he  gives 

his  disciples  to  understand  that  they  are  the  salt  of  the  earth,  the 

little  leaven  that  is  to  leaven  the  whole   lump  of   humanity  ; 

and  it  is  a  great  point  with  him,  as  appears  in  his  preaching  from 

first  to  last,  that  he  is  come  to  set  up  the  kingdom   of  God  or 

heaven  among  men.     This  kingdom  is  not  natural  and  physical, 

but  supernatural,  viz  :  a  kingdom  within  which  is  righteousness 

and  peace  and  joy  in  the  Holy   Ghost.     And  still  it  is  called  a 

kingdom,  because  it  is  going  to  work  in  men's  bosoms,  subduing, 

changing,  renovating,  till  all  society  is  penetrated  with  a  divine 

spirit,  and  the  kingdoms  and  peoples  and  nations  coalesce  and 

lapse  in  the  glorious  order  of  universal  truth  and  peace  ;  and 

Christ  is  owned  by  them  all  as  King  of  Kings  and  Lord  of  Lords. 

In  this  manner  we  are  assured  shall  be  finally  perfected,  under 

Christ,   a  glorious  social  state,  that  shall  be,  as  it  were,  a  new 

Jerusalem  descending  out  of  heaven  from  God.     And  they  shall 

bring  the  glory  and  honor  of  the  nations  into  it. 
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Such  in  a  brief  outline  is  the  conception  Christianity  has  of 
itself.  It  proposes  to  be  a  new  power  of  light  and  progress  in 
the  earth,  to  soften  the  contempt  of  riches,  to  bring  down  the  pride 
of  birth,  to  root  out  the  oppressions  of  kings,  to  quell  the  passions, 
ennoble  the  principles,  exalt  the  character  of  all,  and  so  to  bring 
the  peoples  forward  into  a  condition  of  universal  order  and  liber- 
ty, under  laws  and  magistracies  that  represent  its  own  holy  bene- 
licence.  And  exactly  this  we  shall  next  see,  in  a  manner  equally 
brief  and  clear,  is  the  report  of  history,  which  deliberately  veri- 
fies, in  facts,  what  the  gospel  undertakes  in  its  promises.  I  can- 
not conceal,  and  would  not  if  I  could,  the  fact  that  tremendous 
woes  and  oppressions  have  cursed  the  world  in  the  name  of  this 
gospel.  These  represent,  not  it,  however,  but  the  legions  of  false 
faith,  hypocrisy  and  lust  that  have  mounted  into  thrones  of  priest- 
ly ambition,  and  taken  it  as  the  instrument  of  their  power  ;  and 
the  wonder  is — nothing  displays  the  renovating  grace  it  brings 
so  convincingly — that,  in  spite  of  these  awful  desecrations,  it 
still  has  done  so  much  to  renovate  the  nations  and  kingdoms  of 
the  world.  What  other  existing  or  extinct  religion,  I  may  ask, 
has  even  organized  what  we  moderns  call  a  government  of  law. 
The  Roman  people  came  nearer  to  a  proper  legal  state  of  society 
than  any  other,  and  yet  their  magistrates  and  courts  of  justice 
had  nothing  for  their  guide,  in  the  nature  of  a  settled  doctrine  or 
practice.  The  decrees  of  the  Senate,  the  edicts  of  the  praetors, 
and  the  rescripts  of  the  emperors  contained  the  rudiments,  in- 
deed, of  a  doctrine,  but  they  remained  as  yet,  a  wild,  undigested, 
incoherent  mass.  They  never  crystallized  or  could  into  any  proper 
legal  system,  till  Christianity,  as  a  higher  and  holier  type  of  public 
reason,  took  the  work  in  hand,  under  Justinian,  and  produced  the 
noble  code  that  governs  continental  Europe,  and  is  commonly 
called  the  civil  law.  And  this  was  the  first  proper  code  of  law 
ever  known  to  mankind,  being  that  by  which  the  idea  of  a  regular 
scientific  administration  of  law  was  first  introduced.  Again, 
previously  to  the  times  of  Christianity,  piracy  was  considered 
to  be  a  legitimate  practice ;  under  the  principle  that  nations  are 
natural  enemies.  A  kind  of  inland  piracy  was  practiced  also, 
on  all  the  great  rivers  and  ways  of  travel,  by  the  castled  nobles 
levying  their  tolls  at  will  on  the  passage  of  merchandize  ;  but  the 
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pirates  of  the  sea  and  the  pirates  of  the  land  have  now  lost  their 
occupation,  and  the  gates  of  the  world  itself  are  thrown  open 
everywhere  to  a  swift,  free  travel,  and  a  safe  and  universal  com- 
merce. So  much  has  been  finally  done  by  the  Christian  faith, 
in  expelling,  forever,  the  one  barbarous  maxim,  that  nations  are 
natural  enemies,  and  substituting  the  milder  and  more  rational 
truth  of  their  universal  fraternity.  The  system  of  international 
law  is  also  a  new  modern  creation,  and  a  kind  of  type,  in  the 
political  sphere,  of  that  higher  and  more  glorious  unity,  hereafter 
to  be  consummated  between  all  the  nations  of  mankind.  And  if 
we  look  at  the  internal  order  of  states  under  Christianity,  we 
find  the  same  great  principle  of  fraternity  displaying  itself  more 
and  more  distinctly.  The  Asiatic  doctrines  of  caste  could  never 
subsist,  even  for  a  day,  under  christianty.  Slavery,  which  did 
subsist  at  the  first,  gradually  melted  away,  and  was  finally  displac- 
ed by  the  church,  as  a  state  of  wrong,  abhorrent  to  the  fraternal 
principles  of  Christ.  In  the  same  way  also,  the  condition  of 
villenage  which  came  in  afterwards  with  the  barbarous  emigra- 
tion from  the  north,  is  now  almost  wholly  done  away.  It  is  no 
more  assumed  or  acknowledged  that  peoples  belong  to  their  prin- 
ces, as  a  herd  to  their  owner,  and  the  christian  governments,  in- 
stead of  contriving,  as  at  this  very  day  is  the  manner  in  Asia, 
Egypt  and  Turkey,  by  what  robberies  in  the  name  of  taxation 
or  even  by  what  tortures,  to  make  the  subjects  disgorge  their 
money,  do,  at  least,  allow  it  universally  to  be  the  right  of  sub- 
jects to  be  governed  for  their  own  benefit.  Meantime,  as  if  to 
show  most  conclusively  that  all  these  modern  ameliorations  of 
law  are  the  fruit  of  Christianity,  they  are  found  nowhere  else 
than  in  Christendom  ;  and  here  most  especially,  in  those  two  na- 
tions where  the  closest  practice  and  the  most  stringent  spirit- 
uality of  life,  have  enabled  Christianity,  at  an  important  crisis,  to 
insert  itself  more  completely  than  elsewhere  into  the  laws,  and 
work  its  own  proper  fruits,  in  matters  of  polity,  with  fewer 
obstructions.  I  speak  now  of  the  Puritan  element  as  it  enter- 
ed into  the  beginnings  of  our  American  history,  and  as  it  heaved 
in  the  mighty  throes  of  England,  in  the  times  of  the  Common- 
wealth. 

What  was  Cromwell's  army  but  a  grand  prayer  meeting  under 
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marching  orders  ?  They  were  drafted  for  the  service  by  effectual 
calling.  Their  discipline  was  perfect,  because  it  was  church 
discipline.  They  went  into  battle  with  a  psalm,  because  the  fight 
itself  was  to  be  a  grand  anthem  of  praise  to  the  Lord.  They 
were  invincible  because  they  felt  the  eternal  predestination  to  be 
in  them.  Never  was  there  an  army  actuated  by  a  determination 
so  inflexible,  to  vindicate  the  impartial  principles  of  truth  and 
justice.  They  had  it  in  them  even  as  a  destiny.  No  priest  could 
stand  before  them  if  he  could  not  teach  them  in  the  language  of 
the  kingdom.  The  king's  life  was  nothing,  and  his  office  nothing  ; 
for  he  had  thrown  himself  under  God's  chariot  by  his  wicked 
usurpation,  and  why  should  that  chariot  stop  to  spare  him  ?  And 
from  that  time  to  this,  what  has  the  history  of  that  great  people 
been  but  a  history  of  growth  in  justice  and  liberty,  in  light  and 
power,  in  wealth  and  public  happiness  ?  It  is  demonstrable  also 
that  our  own  state  of  civil  equality  is  derived  from,  and  is  nothing 
but  an  extension  of,  the  great  principle  of  christian  equality  in  the 
churches.  Here  brethren  of  all  orders,  the  highest  and  lowest,  the 
richest  and  poorest,  stood  upon  the  same  level.  If  any  one  had  a 
gift,  he  must  use  it.  If  an  officer  was  to  be  chosen  in  the  church, 
there  must  be  no  question  about  his  grade  in  society,  but  only  about 
his  power  to  edify  and  guide.  They  were  all  to  be  a  holy  genera- 
tion, and  a  royal  priesthood.  And  this  they  held  not  as  a  matter 
of  political  romance  or  French  declamation  to  the  people,  not  as  a 
matter  only  of  fraternal  sentiment,  but  as  one  of  the  absolute 
principles  of  God  and  religion.  It  was  their  fault,  indeed,  if  it 
was  not  their  merit,  that  they  held  nothing  in  a  way  of  gentle 
flexibility,  but  turned  even  the  suffering  cross  of  their  Master 
into  a  chariot  of  iron,  and  drove  it  rigidly  on,  over  all  the  tender 
charities  and  amenities  of  life.  How  else  Christianity,  without 
this  hardened  edge  of  steel,  in  some  one  generation,  could  have 
cloven  a  way  through  the  heavy  mail  of  custom,  and  the  stiff 
casements  of  old  legitimacy,  is  at  least  difficult  to  show,  with  any 
approach  to  certainty.  But  the  work  is  done.  By  these  sturdy 
Puritans  the  great  principles  of  the  gospel  have  at  last  been 
entered,  and  we  trust  for  all  future  time,  into  the  order  of  states; 
and  we,  as  a  nation,  are  witnesses  to  all  mankind  of  the  power  there 
is  in  the  gospel  to  establish  at  once,  equality  and  order,  liberty 
and  justice,  and  so  to  organize  a  free  commonwealth. 
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Having  seen  what  Christianity  undertakes  to  accomplish  in 
human  society  and  what  it  is  actually  accomplishing,  it  now  re- 
mains thirdly  to  be  shown  that  it  is  a  power  fully  competent  to 
the  work  it  undertakes  ;  besides  which  there  is  no  other.  And 
here  we  discover,  first  of  all,  that  it  begins  at  the  right  point, 
viz :  the  point  of  human  depravity  itself.  The  civil  state  is  a 
merely  repressive  agency  ;  a  law  for  transgressors,  not  a  power 
to  cure  the  spirit  of  transgression.  It  supposes  something  out 
of  joint  in  humanity,  and  attempts,  by  laws,  to  raise  a  barrier 
against  the  wrongs  anticipated.  In  it  human  society  undertakes 
to  be  a  repressive  organization  and  so  to  defend  itself  against  the 
evils  it  dreads  from  itself,  contributing  to  this  end  a  vast  array 
of  instruments  adapted  to  its  work, — an  armed  force,  a  police, 
marshals,  courts,  prisons,  scaffolds.  Were  all  virtue  extinct, 
it  would,  as  a  republic,  be  a  mere  system  of  checks  and  balances, 
in  which  every  magistrate  and  member  is  set  over  against  every 
other,  and  all  engage  to  keep  all  safe.  Nobody  is  to  be  trusted, 
save  as  somebody  else  keeps  him  in  his  place  ;  for,  by  the  suppo- 
sition now  taken,  there  is  none  to  trust.  It  is  a  kind  of  league 
between  gunpowder  and  tinder  and  flint  and  fire,  to  keep  each  other 
safe  in  the  box  where  they  are  all  shaken  together  !  So  delicate 
a  thing  is  human  society,  where  there  is  no  virtue  precedent,  and 
the  law  is  nothing  but  a  mutually  deterring  agency.  It  plainly 
cannot  exist  on  such  a  basis.  It  never  could  have  existed,  so 
as  to  maintain  even  a  semblance  of  protection,  had  it  not  been 
that,  with  all  the  evil  tendencies,  there  is  also  a  conscience  in 
human  nature,  by  whose  rule,  cast  off  and  trampled  though  it  be  by 
sin,  there  is  a  degree  of  force  added  to  the  law  from  above. 
Acordingly,  just  here  it  is  that  Christianity  comes  to  the  aid  of 
human  law  and  society,  by  re-establishing  in  us  the  perfect 
reign  of  the  conscience  and  the  law  of  God.  It  begins  at  a  point 
back  of  all  repression  to  regenerate  the  evil  tendencies  them- 
selves. It  proposes  not  to  intimidate,  but  to  sanctify  the  will ; 
not  to  suppress  but  to  ennoble  the  passions  ;  to  beget  in  men  a 
Christly  heart,  in  which  love,  gentleness  and  truth  shall  reign  as 
newly  anointed  dispositions.  So  far,  plainly  the  work  of  the 
state  is  diminished.  No  repressive  agencies  are  wanted  any 
longer  in  such,  if  only  they  were  perfected  in  the  grace  received. 


IT 

They  now  are  with  all  righteous  law  beforehand.  Included  too 
in  the  community,  with  all  their  rites  of  worship,  their  holy 
institutions,  their  character,  their  acts  of  goodness  and  their 
glorious  death,  they  are  the  penetrating  and  conserving  salt  of 
it.  They  invigorate  the  conscience  of  all,  they  make  education 
a  conserving  discipline  of  obedience  and  order,  the  public  mo- 
rality becomes  a  half  religious  element,  and  the  whole  community, 
save  here  and  there  an  abandoned  character,  become  so  configured 
to  the  laws  as  never  once  to  feel  them  a  constraint  upon  their 
liberty.  Thus  it  was  that,  previous  to  the  influxof  foreign  immi- 
gration, crime  was  so  great  a  rarity  in  some  of  our  more 
christian  states,  that  a  theft,  robbery,  or  murder,  created  even 
a  shock  of  wonder.  In  such  a  community  the  law  has  little  to  do, 
and  wants  no  spur  of  instigation  to  keep  it  up  to  its  work.  Con- 
stitutions are  safe  there,  order  is  there  immovable,  security 
perfect. 

Here  too  is  accomplished  what  is  the  greatest  of  all  problems 
in  political  science,  viz  :  how  to  get  the  magistracy  under  law,  as 
well  as  the  subjects;  for  they  are  to  have  a  fearful  trust  committed 
to  their  integrity,  which  if  they  abuse,  the  whole  fabric  totters 
and  falls.  No  external  checks  and  balances  can  suffice  if  there  be 
no  checks  of  principle  and  virtue  within.  If  they  are  judges  of 
the  elections,  for  example,  and  care  nothiug  for  truth  or  an  oath, 
what  will  they  do  but  sell  the  offices,  and  swear  in  their  own  can- 
didates who  have  purchased  the  places.  Nor  let  any  one  think 
that  he  can  frame  such  a  law  as  will  save  the  possibility  of  this 
crime,  which  is  in  fact  a  usurpation  of  the  government.  But  it  is 
a  crime  that  will  never  take  place  in  a  properly  christian  com- 
munity. There  is  a  wonderful  sensitiveness  in  such  communities  to 
the  prominence  of  bad  men.  There  is  no  need  of  continual 
outcry  and  warning  to  keep  them  from  elevating  such  to  office  ; 
they  shrink  from  it  as  by  an  instinct.  All  such  characters  are  in 
their  place  among  them,  and  the  mud  of  the  morass  can  as  easily 
climb  the  hills,  as  they  surmount  the  disrespect  and  pity  which 
constitute  their  element.  Among  such  a  people  the  magistrates 
are  as  much  under  law  as  they,  and  the  great  problem  how,  or 
by   what  checks  to  keep  them  in  the  terms  of  their  trust,   a 

problem  which  no  theory  can  solve,  is  by  them  practically  settled 
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in  the  easiest  and  most  natural  manner  possible.  Show  us 
now  an  instance,  in  all  history,  where  atheism,  pantheism,  irre- 
ligion,  no  religion,  false  religion,  of  any  name  or  degree  under 
the  whole  heaven,  has  ever  been  able  to  bring  a  people  by 
this  fundamental  difficulty  in  all  free  government.  They  cannot 
any  of  them  sanctify  an  oath.  They  cannot  make  a  magistracy 
that  will  be  trusted  :  or,  if  now  and  then  they  have  some  magis- 
trate .  that  can  be,  they  will  cover  him  over  so  remorselessly 
with  the  slime  of  their  own  envy,  and  blacken  him  so  completely 
by  their  own  malignities  and  lies,  that  no  one  can  believe  he 
ought  to  be.  Distrust  begets  hatred,  and  hatred  ends  in  violence. 
This  was  Athens,  this  was  Paris,  the  ostracism  of  one,  the  guil- 
lotine of  the  other. 

Is  it  doubted  whether  Christianity,  beginning  at  the  point  of 
human  depravity,  can  accomplish  any  so  great  change  as  this 
which  we  have  ascribed  to  it  ?  Who  of  you  then  has  not  seen  it 
in  cases  of  indubitable  evidence  ?  How  great  the  change,  too, 
that  must  be  wrought  in  a  sinful  man,  when  he  embraces  Jesus 
Christ  as  his  friend  and  comes  into  living  sympathy  with  his 
divine  beauty !  It  is  not  an  abstraction  that  he  takes  up  by  his 
will,  but  a  person  that  he  takes  into  his  heart's  feeling,  so  to  be 
impregnated  by  his  love  and  assimilated  by  his  powerful  passion. 
Meantime  there  is  a  spirit  of  eternal  might  working  in  him,  sub- 
jectively, to  fashion  him,  as  it  were,  in  the  objective  mold  of 
Jesus;  and  it  should  not  be  wonderful  that,  by  such  a  combination 
of  powers,  he  is  quickened  to  a  new  moral  state,  and  becomes  a 
virtually  new  man.  According  to  the  figure  adopted  by  Christ, 
he  is  born  of  God;  which  means  not  only  that  he  is  divinely  trans- 
formed, but  that  God,  who  was  expelled  by  his  fall,  is  again  re- 
vealed in  him,  and  that  so  he  has  again  become  conscious  of 
God.  And  how  great  a  change  is  this  !  It  is  as  if  the  sun  blotted 
out,  were  brought  back  into  the  sky  !  He  acts  now  from  the  di- 
vine impulse  in  him.  There  is  set  up  in  him  now  the  kingdom 
of  God  or  of  heaven;  and  being  thus  configured  to  the  golden 
magistracy  and  order  of  heaven,  it  is  little  to  say  that  he  is  affil- 
iated also  with  all  that  belongs  to  the  order  and  well-being  of 
society  in  this  world. 

Accordingly  it  will  be  observed  that,  in  a  genuinely  christian 
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society,  they  take  to  social  order  and  free  institutions  naturally. 
And  the  reason  is  that  the  root  of  all  duty  and  beneficence  is 
in  them  ;  and  it  costs  nothing  for  that  to  grow  which  is  planted 
and  growing  already.  What  splendid  visions  of  transcendental 
liberty  will  the  German  radical  give  you — he  has  them  in  his  head, 
he  has  thought  them  out,  and  a  perfect  state  must  be  so  construc- 
ted, not  otherwise.  A  French  Republican  is  equally  sure  of  his 
theory,  be  it  socialistic,  or  of  any  other  kind.  But  set  these  Ger- 
man or  French  patriots  to  the  work  of  building  a  free  com- 
monwealth ;  let  the  uprising  or  outbreak  pass  off  triumphantly, 
and  the  new  Provisional  Committee  give  notice  that  the  revo- 
lution is  complete,  and  then  what  will  they  do  next  ?  By  this 
time,  alas,  you  begin  to  discover  how  little  it  means  to  have  a 
great  wisdom  for  such  matters  in  the  head.  They  cannot  trust 
one  another.  Their  passions  are  crazed  by  the  clatter  of  their 
opinions.  They  fly  hither  and  thither  a  few  days  and  flat  down 
shortly  into  irredeemable  confusion.  Meantime,  as  if  to  show 
that  the  fear  of  God  is  the  beginning  of  political,  as  of  personal 
wisdom,  you  will  find  a  vigorously  christian  people,  like  the 
Puritans,  beginning  their  revolution  in  their  prayers  before  God, 
proceeding  in  it  with  a  moderation  graduated  by  the  sense  of  duty, 
and  growing  up  out  of  it  into  a  sober,  practical  liberty,  as  silently 
and  naturally  as  a  salt  will  crystallize. 

So  if  we  speak  of  rights  and  liberties — it  is  Christianity  alone 
that  gives  the  words  a  meaning  not  Jacobinical.  The  false  reli- 
gions outside  of  Christianity,  whether  ancient  or  modern,  do  not 
even  start  the  idea  of  political  rights.  If  the  people  rebel  it 
is  only  because  they  cannot  hold  still  for  misery,  not  because 
they  have  any  personal  rights  to  secure.  They  are  not  persons, 
but  only  things  belonging  to  the  gods,  the  priests  and  the  princes. 
The  modern  radicals,  on  the  other  hand,  have  discovered  abun- 
dance of  rights,  too  fantastic  ever  to  be  named  with  sobriety — 
the  right  to  have  a  farm,  the  right  to  be  made  happy,  the  right 
of  individual  sovereignty,  the  right  of  free  love,  by  which,  in 
one  form  or  another,  they  mean  the  right  to  be  in  all  sorts  of 
wrong  and  come  off  as  well  as  others  who  are  not.  And  very 
nearly  this  is  their  notion  of  liberty.  It  is  what  the  false  re- 
ligions of  old,  just  referred  to,  show  us  in  the  word — what  the 
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god  Liber  [Bacchus]  gives  to  to  his  crew  in  the  strong  wine  of 
his  feast.  His  mad  procession,  loosed  from  all  restraints  of 
decency  and  good  manners,  is  their  type  of  liberty — it  is  Liber- 
ty. But,  to  a  christian  people,  rights  are  the  correlatives  of 
duties.  In  their  responsibilties  to  God  they  discover  their 
sublime  and  sacred  personality,  and  so  they  begin,  at  length,  to 
speak  of  their  personal  rights.  It  is  their  right  to  be  hindered 
by  no  law,  or  magistrate,  in  serving  God  and  doing  his  will  ; 
a  right  to  have  their  religion,  to  have  their  convictions  and  main- 
tain them  openly  for  their  Master's  sake,  to  have  their  family  and 
be  christian  fathers  and  mothers  in  it,  to  mind  their  own  busi- 
ness and  be  protected  in  it.  And  then,  when  they  talk  of  liberty, 
it  is  not  license  but  law  ;  it  is  to  have  their  rights,  which  is 
the  same  as  free  opportunity  to  do  their  duties.  Liberty,  there- 
fore, is  the  security  of  justice.  Finding  how  to  walk  in  liberty 
because  they  keep  God's  precepts,  they  are  free  in  the  state, 
when  they  have  good  laws  and  obey  them.  Such  liberty  the 
demagogues  cannot  teach.  It  comes  to  no  people  save  in  the 
fear  of  God,  the  simple  fear  of  God.  Try  all  substitutes  ;  con- 
trivance, combination,  force,  checks  and  balances  ;  still  you 
must  come  back  to  this — religion  the  supernatural  grace,  the  ev- 
erlasting gospel,  the  kingdom  of  God  among  men. 

Thus  far  I  have  been  dealing  in  the  generalities  of  the  ques- 
tion. Let  us  glance  a  moment  now  at  some  of  the  particular 
points  where  the  christian  truth  and  religion  are  seen  to  be  mold- 
ing society  in  a  way  to   advance  its  welfare. 

Here  then,  if  we  look  into  a  church  meeting,  and  see  the  tie 
of  holy  brotherhood  acknowledged  between  men  of  all  orders, 
the  humble  edifying  the  rich  and  even  the  learned  by  their  gifts, 
all  praying  for  all,  consulting  for  the  common  cause,  working 
with  a  common  counsel,  voting  in  equality— here,  I  say,  we  catch 
the  first  gleam  of  hope  for  some  re-adjustment  of  society,  in  a  way 
to  moderate  its  severities.  It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  society 
has,  in  all  ages,  been  oppressive  to  the  condition  of  weakness. 
Being  itself  an  element  of  sin  it  could  not  be  otherwise.  And 
for  just  this  reason,  the  evil,  which  certain  visionaries  of  our 
time  would  cure  by  a  re-organization,  will  be  the  last  to  be  eradi- 
cated.    Still  we  can  see  distinctly  that,  under  the  christian  dis- 
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pensation,  setting  all  men  on  a  footing  of  spiritual  equality  and 
fraternity,  the  evil  is  finally  beginning  to  yield,  and  this  process 
will  assuredly  continue  till  the  wolves  and  lambs  of  society 
are  seen  feeding  together. 

Christianity,  also,  is  a  law  of  industry.  It  forbids  any  man  to 
eat  who  will  not  work.  And  the  christian  nations  get  their  pow- 
er and  precedence,  in  no  small  degree,  by  their  superior  industry. 
As  certainly,  too,  as  Christianity  has  taught  nations  how  to  thrive 
by  the  arts  of  peace  and  without  plunder  of  the  weak,  and  com- 
merce a  more  certain  way  of  success  than  piracy,  just  so  certainly 
will  it  form  individuals  to  ways  of  righteous  industry.  And  so 
it  will  finally  expel  the  whole  race  of  depredators  who  give  it 
to  their  wits,  instead  of  their  hands,  to  get  them  a  living. 
Gamblers,  stock  speculators,  panders  to  vice,  brokers  at  the  bal- 
lot box  in  the  sale  of  public  offices,  all  these  and  such  like  it 
will  finally  remove,  and  the  sorry  cant  of  their  profession,  that 
"  society  owes  them  a  living,"  will  be  heard  no  more. 

How  great  a  gift  is  made  to  society,  also,  in  the  domestic  vir- 
tues of  Christianity.  It  sanctifies  marriage ;  enters  children 
into  the  same  covenant  of  life  with  their  parents,  in  the  name  of 
the  Father,  Son  and  Holy  Ghost ;  makes  the  father  a  priest  at 
his  own  altar  ;  breathes  divine  love  into  the  love  of  mothers, 
and  makes  the  house  a  school  of  pure  morality,  as  being  a  school 
of  sacred  piety  :  so  a  bond  of  order,  loyalty  and  beneficence  in 
the  state.  Make  your  great  state  of  the  Pacific  the  home  of 
christian  families,  fulfilling,  all,  the  christian  idea  in  their  institu- 
tion, and  the  future  ages  will  see  it  blooming  in  all  the  tokens  of 
high  advancement  ;  overrun  no  more,  as  now,  by  violence  and 
crime,  rent  no  more  by  intestine  dissensions,  trembling  no  more 
in  the  fearful  perils  of  desolated  confidence. 

Christianity  also  promotes  order  and  civilization,  by  removing 
all  the  barbarities  of  private  war  and  bloodshed.  In  a  really 
christian  community  no  man  goes  abroad  having  his  bosom  lined 
with  deadly  weapons.  There  are  whole  states  in  our  republic 
where  the  man  who  does  it  is  taken  for  a  monster  preparing  his 
way  for  the  gallows — indeed  the  thing  is  wholly  unknown.  And 
where  it  is  otherwise,  nothing  but  Christianity,  saying  "  put  up 
thy  sword/7  even  when  Jesus  himself  is  assaulted,  can  cure  the 
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mischief.  The  most  terrible  community  in  arms  is  a  christian, 
and  for  just  the  reason  that  they  know  no  right  of  arms  but  in  a 
public  cause  ;  observing  everywhere  else,  patience  under  wrong, 
gentleness  and  love  toward  an  enemy,  and  the  returning  of  good 
for  evil— uniting,  thus,  true  honor  with  deference  to  law  and 
trust  in  its  protection.  No  honest  man,  or  good  citizen  has  ever 
a  thought  of  needing  weapons.  They  are  the  equipment,  either 
of  a  gentleman  pretender,  or  a  shoulder-striker.  And  wretched 
indeed,  is  the  state  of  any  community,  where  the  class  of  common 
fighters  get  the  countenance  they  want  for  all  the  bloody  crimes 
they  choose  to  commit,  under  the  leadership  of  honorable  barba- 
rians carrying  the  same  tools.  When  these  latter  go  about  armed 
every  day  to  the  teeth,  as  if  the  expectation  of  being  insulted  were 
the  common  apprehension  of  their  lives,  (what  a  mark  for  dignity !) 
why  should  not  the  others  reel  out  of  their  dens  to  shoot  each 
other  down,  or  to  fight  away  peaceful  citizens  from  the  polls, 
and  take  on  also,  as  they  do  it,  as  many  of  the  brave  airs  of  the 
Bedoin  gentility  as  they  know  how  to  carry.  Both  classes  to- 
gether— most  fit  conjunction ! — will  make  a  hell  of  any  commu- 
nity, even  though  neither  could  do  it  alone. 

How  much,  too,  does  it  signify  that  Christianity  consecrates  a 
Sabbath.  Not  a  Jewish  Sabbath,  and  still  less  that  mongrel 
day  which  is  a  cross  between  the  pleasures  of  vice  and  the  sanc- 
tities of  religion,  and  which  many  are  pleased  to  approve  as  a 
rational  kind  of  observance.  It  must  be  such  a  day  as  represents 
the  genius  of  Christianity  as  a  law  of  duty  and  a  gospel  of  love 
to  mankind  ;  a  day  that  hedges  a  family  about  and  gives  them  to 
one  another,  all  the  world  apart ;  a  day  that  gives  the  weary  man 
a  rest  with  God  ;  the  mind  a  rest  from  its  low  torments,  with  free 
space  to  clear  itself  and  ascend  to  things  congenial  to  its  high- 
er affinities  ;  there  to  bathe  in  its  own  true  eternity  and  be 
refreshed.  And  exactly  contrary  to  the  superficial,  half-considered 
wisdom  of  many,  who  insist  on  making  it  a  free  day,  it  will  even 
do  more  in  toning  the  mind  of  a  people  to  duty,  if  it  is  accepted 
partly  as  a  drill  of  holy  observance.  It  is  so  even  in  the  training 
of  families  ;  first  comes  the  drill  of  law  and  then  the  sponta- 
neous obedience  follows.  You  will  see,  too,  where  there  is  no 
observance  by  rule,  nothing  but  a  service  rung  for  at  the  church 
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nobody  goes  to  the  church,  everybody  to  the  holiday  pleasures, 
and  all  together  downward  into  an  impiously  reckless  and  bru- 
tally coarse  habit.  When  fitly  observed,  the  effect  is  different. 
In  the  holy  quiet  and  the  reverent  air  of  the  day,  there  is  even 
a  kind  of  public  sacrament.  The  sense  of  another  world  is  let 
in  to  ennoble  this.  The  decent  dress  of  the  people,  their  greet- 
ings of  civility  at  the  church  and  on  the  way,  the  sublime  truths 
on  which  they  have  dwelt,  the  acknowledgment  of  God  by  their 
common  act — what  a  power  in  all  this  to  invigorate  the  moral 
loyalty  of  a  people,  and  prepare  them  to  every  benefit  included 
in  good  manners,  order  and  public  and  private  virtue.  On  this 
point  I  must  speak  plainly  as  my  subject  requires.  This  people 
of  California  are  determined,  they  say,  to  have  laws  and  have 
them  executed  ;  to  have  justice,  personal  security,  and  public 
order.  You  can  have  no  such  thing  without  a  christian  Sab- 
bath. Your  Sunday,  as  I  have  seen  it,  instead  of  purifying  the 
whole  week,  is  a  day  that  corrupts  more  virtue,  ruins  more  char- 
acter, than  all  the  other  six  days  together  !  I  see  work  sus- 
pended, indeed,  but  to  make  room  for  idleness  and  dissipation. 
The  external  decency  of  closing  shops  of  trade  is  not  generally 
regarded.  They  stare  at  you  wide  open  and  in  long  rows,  as 
you  go  to  church,  and  make  you  feel  it  to  be  a  kind  of  singularity 
in  you.  Your  small  towns  and  hamlets  have  it  as  the  great  day 
of  trade,  and  are  filled  with  the  dust  of  people  and  pack  mules 
pouring  in  and  out.  Horse-racing,  drinking,  gambling  and  fight- 
ing, are  even  a  kind  of  observance  ;  and  they  who  stand  by  the 
decencies,  eschewing  these  particular  kinds  of  excess,  very  often 
do  what  they  can  to  keep  them  in  countenance,  by  riding,  visiting, 
and  giving  entertainments  to  their  friends.  It  is  a  sorrowful 
picture!  Yain  it  is  to  think  that  such  a  people  are  going  to  be  hap- 
py in  the  protection  of  laws  and  magistracies  chosen  by  them- 
selves. Why,  it  would  be  a  wonder  if  even  a  tyrant,  with  the 
sword  stretched  over  their  necks  by  day  and  by  night,  could 
keep  them  in  a  decent  show  of  order. 

It  is  also  another  public  benefit  of  religion,  that  it  fosters 
intelligence,  endows  institutions  of  learning,  and  values  the  good 
of  the  mind  above  all  external  gifts  of  fortune.     The  true  gospel 
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loves  intelligence.  It  has  no  fear  of  the  truth,  no  jealousy  of 
talent.  On  the  contrary,  it  wants  intelligence  to  be  the  gate  of 
its  own  entrance  into  the  soul.  It  even  requires,  in  order  to  its 
full  power,  a  cultivated  people,  raised  above  superstition  and 
sharpened  to  a  keen  discernment.  Its  very  office,  too,  is  to 
give  light,  to  pour  eternal  day  into  the  darkened  understanding 
and  fill  it  with  the  radiance  of  God.  How  great  a  power  of 
culture  too,  is  there  in  two  genuine  christian  sermons,  heard  every 
week — if  it  were  two  lectures  instead,  who  would  think  such  a 
means  of  culture  insignificant !  Here  accordingly  is  the  power 
that  fosters  schools,  and  founds  institutions  of  learning.  This 
it  was  that  planted  a  college,  if  I  rightly  remember,  in  one  of 
our  new  states,  before  a  single  acre  of  land  was  sold  in  it,  a  squat- 
ter college  in  advance  of  the  titles  of  law.  This  it  was  that 
organgized  a  christian  community  to  go  and  settle  a  township 
in  another  state,  and  found  a  college  there,  by  reserving  for  that 
purpose,  a  considerable  portion  of  the  land  purchased  ;  which 
community  of  christian  people  now  look  upon  the  college  in  their 
midst,  endowed  with  half  a  million  of  dollars !  It  is  by  such 
testimonies  to  the  value  of  mind  or  the  immaterial  part,  above 
all  other  wealth,  and  by  such  foundations  laid  for  the  ages  to 
come,  that  a  really  christian  people  settle  into  the  sense  of  order 
and  stability,  and  begin  forthwith  to  crystallize  about  their  own 
firm  nucleus.  But  where  none,  or  only  a  few,  care  for  learning  at 
all,  where  to  come  and  go  and  be  rich  is  the  only  concern  of  life, 
where  many  turn  off  all  such  plans  with  a  light  and  trifling  jeer, 
preferring  the  education  men  get  on  horseback,  or  saying  "  come 
to  us  for  a  theatre  and  we  will  hear  you,  not  for  a  college" — it 
should  not  be  wonderful,  where  the  genuine  spirit  of  intelligence 
runs  so  low,  that  society  represents  a  fluid  continually  shaken 
and  never  able  to  crystallize.  It  will  be  well  if  it  does  not  re- 
present some  explosive  mixture,  bursting,  sometime,  with  a  loud 
report,  into  flame  and  utter  vacancy.  Besides,  if  we  speak  only 
of  wealth,  how  plain  is  it  that  the  wealth  of  a  state  is  in  its 
sons  and  daughters;  their  intellectual  resources,  their  great  vir- 
tues, their  unsubduable  and  all-creative  energies.  Such  a  people 
will  make  adversity  glorious.  They  will  conquer  adversity. 
They  will  make  the  barren  rock  blossom  into  beauty  by  their 
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culture.     Their  deeds  will  be  great  in  history,  their  happiness 
great  as  their  deeds. 

Once  more,  it  is  a  great  and  fruitful  distinction  of  christian 
piety  that  it  makes  men  responsible,  always  and  everywhere  re- 
sponsible, for  the  good  of  society.  This  it  does  by  making  them 
responsible,  first,  for  the  church  and  religion  ;  and  this  prepares 
them  next  to  look  after  what  is  not  their  own  in  all  the  public 
matters  of  life  and  society.  A  few  years  ago  it  was  found  that, 
in  the  rapid  growth  of  the  city  of  Berlin,  a  large  and  flourishing 
precinct  comprising  40,000  people  had  no  church.  Some  persons 
of  character  went  to  the  government  and  proposed  to  raise  one 
half  the  necessary  sum,  provided  the  public  treasury  would  sup- 
ply the  other  half.  This  proposition  was  accepted,  but  it  was 
shortly  discovered  that  these  40,000  citizens  could  be  induced  to 
subscribe  only  a  small  fraction  of  the  sum,  and  the  government 
was  obliged  finally  to  take  the  matter  in  charge,  and  build  the 
church  itself.  So  completely  nullified  was  the  piety  of  these 
people,  if  they  had  any,  by  the  habit  of  trusting  the  state  for  the 
care  of  their  religion.  How  many  such  people  now  would  it 
take  to  build  up,  left  to  themselves,  a  well  ordered  state,  and 
provide  the  social  institutions  necessary  to  its  growth  and 
continuance  ?  And  yet  the  very  instinct  of  christian  piety  is  to 
look  after  everything  wanted  for  the  good  of  society  ;  laws  and 
magistracies,  education,  hospitals  and  asylums,  religion.  There 
was  the  Roman  captain,  or  centurion  stationed  with  a  company  at 
Capernaum.  He  was  impressed  by  the  religion  of  the  country, 
and  appears  to  have  had  the  true  light  of  God  let  in  upon  his 
soul,  in  the  synagogue  worship.  And  what  was  the  result? 
Why,  that  he,  a  stranger,  of  another  race,  a  merely  casual  resi- 
dent, liable  to  be  called  away  on  any  day  of  the  year,  went  and 
built  a  synagogue  out  of  his  own  funds,  and  gave  it  to  the  people, 
simply  because  he  saw  it  to  be  a  public  want.  And  his  friends, 
when  they  came  to  Christ  for  the  healing  of  his  servant,  testified, 
therefore,  that  he  was  worthy  for  whom  Christ  should  do  this  "  for 
he  loveth  our  nation,  and  hath  built  us  a  synagogue."  This  is 
the  manner  of  all  true  piety,  and  precisely  here  it  is  that  the  prime 
evil    desolating    California    meets  a  possible   remedy  ;    besides 

which  I  can  see  no  other.     I  speak  of  the  fact  that  so  large  a 
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part  of  the  people  are  passengers  only,  and  do  not  expect  ever  to 
become  residents  for  life.  They  are  adventurers,  not  emigrants. 
They  come  and  go,  as  eagles  hasten  to  the  prey  and  fly  "back  to 
their  nest  in  the  mountains  after  their  appetite  is  gorged.  This 
is  true  especially  of  the  leading  operators  in  business  ;  those 
who  are  gathering,  or  trying  to  gather  what  they  call  their  for- 
tune. The  result  is,  first  with  them,  that  they  are  too  little  re- 
sponsible, while  they  stay,  for  the  public  good,  and  even  for  their 
own  conduct.  What  matters  this  or  that  to  them,  when,  a  few 
days  hence,  they  will  return  home  and  be  seen  here  no  more. 
What  matter  for  California,  after  they  have  gotten  their  wealth 
out  of  it,  and  are  once  well  clear  of  it.  In  the  next  place,  when 
they  go,  it  is  not  as  when  money  goes  out  to  buy  merchandise,  for 
that  returns  ;  whereas  they  and  all  they  have  is  a  dead  loss. 
Probably  a  full  half  the  immense  sums  reported  as  going  out  every 
two  weeks,  represents  the  drain  of  California,  and,  as  far  as  she' 
is  concerned,  might  as  well  be  poured  into  the  sea.  Shovelling 
gold  out  of  her  mountains,  she  would  still  be  poor  in  such  a  pro- 
cess. She  is  to  the  east,  under  such  a  process,  what  Ireland  is  to 
England,  where  all  the  rents  and  fruits  of  the  soil  are  pouring 
back  thither,  century  after  century,  to  enrich  non-resident  own- 
ers —  industry  droops,  virtue  is  discouraged,  and  there  is  no  care 
for  a  future  that  has  no  hope.  I  see  no  deliverance  for  this 
calamity  here,  but  that  christian  men  be  made,  like  the  good 
centurion,  to  look  at  the  coming  evil,  as  duty  and  benficence 
look  at  all  evil,  and  as  they  love  the  state,  begin  to  build  some 
synagogue.  No  man  has  a  right  to  come  out  and  rifle  Califor- 
nia, and  return  to  enjoy  his  gains,  clear  of  all  responsibility  for 
her  welfare.  God  has  a  lien  upon  his  money  in  favor  of  the 
state  where  he  made  it,  and  he  must  pay  it  faithfully  up  before 
he  goes  ;  preparing  foundations  of  learning,  and  mercy,  and  re- 
ligion, that  shall  be  acknowledgments  to  God  and  the  state  of  his 
high  obligations.  It  must  also  be  a  serious  question  of  duty 
whether  you  have  a  right  ever  to  return.  Most  plainly  you 
have  no  right  to  be  here  at  all  for  mere  gain,  apart  from  all  duty 
to  man.  You  bring  the  claims  of  duty  with  you,  and  they  must  be 
discharged.  In  society,  the  state,  the  church,  God  calls  you  to  be 
pillars,  and  then  having  become   such,  what  right  have  you  to 
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leap  out  of  the  temple  and  let  it  fall  ?  Every  christian,  every 
man,  is  in  the  same  terms  of  duty  here  with  the  ministers  of 
religion,  and  is  in  just  the  same  obligation  as  they,  to  be  in  the 
place  where  God  puts  him.  No  matter  if  it  cost  him  a  great  sac- 
rifice. What  right  has  he  to  be  excused  from  sacrifice.  And 
where  is  the  place  to  live  joyfully  and  die  gloriously,  but  the  place 
that  God  appoints  and  duty  sanctifies,  however  dear  the  cost  ? 

0  if  such  a  spirit  could  now  enter  into  this  great  people,  a 
truly  christian  spirit,  how  soon  would  this  fearful  drainage  stop  ; 
how  soon  the  consequent  demoralization  of  your  industry  ;  what 
courage  and  life  enter  into  all  your  demonstrations  as  a  people. 
In  fifty  years  you  would  be  the  richest  people  on  the  globe.  You 
would  have  your  great  institutions  of  learning  and  beneficence 
endowed  as  no  others  have  been  since  the  world  began.  Churches, 
filled  with  devout  worshippers,  would  crown  the  spurs  of  your 
mountains  and  overlook  the  mouths  of  your  mines,  in  all  the  deep 
valleys  and  gorges.  You  would  have  a  people  intelligent,  tem- 
perate, just,  blooming  in  the  thrift  of  universal  industry  ;  and, 
pouring  your  commerce  over  the  vast  Pacific,  you  would  pour 
with  it  also  floods  of  light  and  love  to  regenerate  the  decayed  and 
down-trodden  nations. 

1  have  thus  endeavored  to  show  what  power  there  is  in  our  bless- 
ed religion  to  make  a  happy  and  well  ordered  social  state.  In 
one  view,  it  is  a  power  to  root  out  and  pull  down  and  destroy 
and  no  other  force  can  do  it  as  thoroughly  and  irresistibly  ; 
still,  its  glory  is  to  build  and  to  plant.  Forces  negative  and 
destructive  are  always  at  hand,  ready  to  be  rallied,  at  any  hour 
of  day  or  night,  for  the  immediate  redress  of  great  public  evils. 
But  the  constructive  and  positive  power,  which  by  a  slow  and 
persistent  process  builds  society  up  into  a  temple  of  order,  truth 
and  justice — this  it  is  which  the  world  has,  in  all  past  ages,  been 
groping  after.  Christianity  is  this  power,  and  no  other  has  yet 
been  discovered,  or  ever  will  be.  Other  and  more  violent  rem- 
edies have  their  value,  but  apart  from  this,  they  have  just  none 
at  all.  No  people  carves  out  order  with  the  sword,  or  leads  in 
justice  with  the  halter.  It  is  light  streaming  out  from  God  ;  it  is 
the  inbreathing  love  of  God  ;  it  is  holy  Sabbaths,  and  voices  of 
prayer,  and  hymns  of  praise,  and  the  prophet  teacher  speaking 
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as  God's  voice  to  men, — these  with  all  the  charities,  and  good 
works,  and  gentle  ministries,  and  deeds  of  righteous  magistracy, 
and  regenerative  public  cares,  —these,  which  all  together  are  the 
meaning  of  the  word  religion, — these,  and  these  only  can  make 
your  state  prosperous  and  happy.  You  will  settle  into  Law  and 
Order,  when  you  are  in  God's  law,  and  God's  order.  You  will 
have  all  that  Vigilance  by  day  and  by  night  can  look  for,  when 
you  watch  unto  prayer. 

To  complete  this  subject,  and  bring  it  closer  to  the  occasion, 
two  or  three  points  need  to  be  suggested  ;  and, 

1.  It  is  very  clear  in  the  view  taken,  what  it  means  when  a 
people  are  beginning  to  despair  of  the  state.  It  means  that  re- 
ligion is  low,  and  society  perishing  for  the  want  of  it.  All  that 
you  see  of  misrule  and  corruption,  all  that  you  fear  of  violence 
and  possible  anarchy,  every  torment  of  your  social  state  in  this 
crisis  of  peril,  is  but  the  sign  that,  as  a  people,  you  have  broken 
loose  from  God.  In  all  that  I  have  said,  I  have  been  showing 
what  is  the  root  of  your  calamity,  and  what  your  only  remedy. 
I  see  one  and  another  in  the  public  prints  endeavoring  to  point 
out  the  causes  of  your  acknowledged  demoralization.  They 
seize  hold  of  the  accidents  here  and  there,  and  miss  of  the  real 
substance.  The  patient  is  dying,  they  tell  you,  because  of  this  or 
that  symptom,  but  they  do  not  tell  you  that  he  has  taken  poison. 
What  people  were  ever  known  to  be  established  in  morality,  that 
were  not  established  in  religion  ?  The  universe  can  as  well  get 
on  without  God,  as  any  society  of  men.  0  that  I  could  speak 
a  word  that  should  reach  all  your  valleys  and  mountains,  and 
say  to  every  man  in  God's  name,  come  now,  let  us  reason  to- 
gether. Suffer  now  the  sober  conviction  which  your  calamity  in- 
spires, and  return  as  a  repentant  people  to  the  Lord  your  God. 

2.  Observe  what  your  own  public  condition  signifies  in  respect 
to  the  need  of  some  great  moral  renovation,  in  order  to  a  condi- 
tion of  peace  and  social  beauty  in  the  life  to  come.  Saying  nothing 
of  human  depravity,  a  truth  so  lightly  regarded  by  many,  what  kind 
of  heaven  would  it  make  to  move  off  bodily,  into  the  eternal  fu- 
ture, this  same  people  just  as  they  are  ?  Just  as  good  as  it  makes 
here,  and  no  better.      These  revenges,  frauds,  bribes,  perjuries 


29 

and  deeds  of  blood,  these  abuses  of  power,  these  factions,  fears  and 
tumults,  all  that  makes  you  toss  in  throes  of  troubled  apprehen- 
sion, represents  a  character,  as  shadows  do  their  substances. 
Who  can  imagine  that  out  of  such  a  material  is  to  come  order, 
love,  ideal  harmony,  and  the  golden  concert  of  a  common  joy 
before  God?  Why  the  irruption  there  of  such  a  company 
would  scare  the  angels  from  their  songs,  and  extinguish  the  fires 
that  light  up  the  faces  of  the  seraphim.  When  the  scriptures 
therefore,  declare  that  such  shall  not  be  admitted,  what  dignity 
of  reason  is  there  in  the  decree  !  And  when  it  is  published  in 
solemn  specification—"  Be  not  deceived,  neither  fornicators,  nor 
adulterers,  nor  thieves,  nor  covetous,  nor  drunkards,  nor  revilers, 
nor  extortioners,  shall  inherit  the  kingdom  of  God  " — who  is 
there,  even  of  those  that  are  consciously  named  in  the  cata- 
logue, that  will  not  now,  in  this  day  of  public  misery,  admit  the 
necessary  reason  of  the  decree,  and  confess  that  even  eternal 
goodness  could  not  frame  it  otherwise.  What  but  a  social  hell 
can  these  vices  and  corruptions  make,  be  it  in  whatever  world  ? 
Here,  then,  my  brethren,  you  have  now  your  great  advantage. 
You  can  go  to  this  people  and  say,  behold  and  see  with  your  eyes 
this  first  truth  of  the  gospel  ;  heaven  is  not  here,  and  never  can 
be  anywhere,  till  some  great  salvation  builds  it  in  the  soul. 
Verily,  verily,  I  say  unto  thee,  except  a  man  be  born  again 
he  cannot  see  the  kingdom  of  God.  Who  can  doubt  the  reality 
and  sublime  necessity  of  the  incarnation,  the  celestial  life,  the 
divine  passion  of  the  Son  of  God,  in  such  a  world  as  this  ? 

Finally,  we  discover  what  it  signifies  when  a  christian  flock 
receive  a  pastor,  and  what  is  the  work  they  are  called  of  God  to 
do.  They  are  all  together  to  perform  their  duties  as  citizens,  but 
they  are  not  to  make  a  public  dissipation  of  the  public  perils  ;  not 
to  be  always  out  in  the  talk  of  the  streets,  agitating  agitation,  and 
taking  that  for  the  equivalent  of  their  duty.  They  are  to  go  apart 
with  God,  taking  counsel  of  God  ;  chastening  their  own  spirit, 
finding  where  this  public  misery  begins,  and  by  what  sins  or  omis- 
sions they  are  partakers  in  it.  They  are  to  assume  this  people  as 
a  burden,  bearing  it  in  prayer  and  fasting  before  God,  and  then 
they  are  to  go  out  from  Him,  in  the  moderating  spirit  of  his  wis- 
dom, to  do  or  sacrifice  or  die  as  he  appoints.    Now  is  the  time, 
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brethren,  for  all  that  love  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  California,  to 
end  their  bickerings  of  every  sort,  and  be  united  in  the  blessed 
cause  of  their  Master.  You  have,  first  of  all,  to  accept  your  re- 
sponsibilities, as  if  your  residence  here  were  permanently  set- 
tled ;  and  to  be,  if  possible,  even  more  punctual  and  self-sac- 
rificing, if  you  are  only  to  stay  out  the  year,  or  the  coming 
fortnight.  Besides,  it  is  a  matter  to  be  settled  by  every  one  of 
you,  on  his  knees  before  God,  whether  he  has  any  right,  as  a 
christian  and  a  follower  of  Jesus  Christ,  ever  to  leave  California. 
It  is  not  the  style  of  a  christian  to  say,  "  I  have  gotten  my 
fortune  and  will  now  go  back  to  enjoy  it.'7  What  will  become  of 
this  people  if  all  the  more  capable  and  successful  men  forsake 
it  ?  Beware  lest  you  forsake  your  master  when  you  do  it,  and 
lest  he  also  forsake  you.  Precisely  what  you  dislike  too,  in 
California  is,  properly  viewed,  your  opportunity.  See  what  a 
work — a  Sabbath  to  sanctify,  churches  to  build,  and  churches  and 
ministers  of  Christ  to  assist,  learning  to  organize,  a  morality  to 
create,  laws  to  defend  and  administer,  violence  to  subdue,  indus- 
try to  ennoble  and  fortify,  and  the  word  of  life  to  hold  forth 
in  a  glorious  christian  example,  and  prayers  to  lay  up  in  the 
golden  vials  here  to  distil  when  you  are  gone  !  If  your  heart  is 
with  Christ,  can  you  want  anything  better  than  this  ?  And  for 
what  do  you  want  a  minister  with  you,  unless  to  lead  you  into 
this,  and  be  with  you,  and  die  with  you  in  it — shining  also  with 
you,  in  the  day  of  glory,  as  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness 
and  as  the  stars  forever  and  ever. 

This  too,  ministers  of  Christ  and  brethren  beloved,  is  your 
opportunity.  No  ministry  ever  had  a  greater  and  more  arduous 
work  ;  but  he  that  has  God's  hammer  and  fire  and  the  two-edged 
sword  that  pierceth  to  the  dividing  asunder,  is  not  weak.  After 
all,  the  convictions  of  this  people  are  on  your  side  and  you  will 
see  it,  if  only  you  are  holy  enough  and  deep  enough  in  the  spirit 
of  your  Master  to  be  on  his  side.  And  God  is  saying  to  you 
all,  as  to  our  brother  here  to  be  installed — See  I  have  this  day  set 
thee  over  the  nations  and  over  the  kingdoms,  to  root  out  and 
to  pull  down  and  to  destroy,  to  build  and  to  plant.  Nothing  can 
stand  before  you,  only  be  not  too  much  in  the  rooting  out.  Be 
not  too  much  a  reformer.    A  reformer  of  society  who  makes  it 
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his  religion,  becomes  a  fanatic  almost  of  necessity.  Be  an  apos- 
tle rather.  Preach  a  salvation.  Preach  Jesus  Christ  and  him 
crucified.  Go  not  after  the  evils  and  sins  of  your  people,  so 
much  as  after  their  sin  ;  and  take  the  evils  only  as  the  proofs  of 
their  sin,  the  inbred  malady  that  Christ  has  come  to  regenerate. 
Christianity  will  never  be  a  failure  if  you  preach  Christianity. 
Preach  it  as  you  pray  it ;  for  preaching  is  the  reflected  light  of 
prayer.  Thus  you  have  God's  promise,  take  it  and  give  it  to 
your  people — "  0  thou  afflicted,  tossed  with  tempest  and  not  com- 
forted, behold  I  will  lay  thy  stones  with  fair  colors  and  thy 
foundations  with  sapphire.  And  I  will  make  thy  windows  of 
agates  and  thy  gates  of  carbuncles  and  all  thy  borders  of  pleasant 
stones.  And  all  thy  children  shall  be  taught  of  the  Lord,  and 
great  shall  be  the  peace  of  thy  children." 
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